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SOCIAL WORK STUDENT GUIDE BEMIDJI
STATE UNIVERSITY Reference

Social work student guide Bemidji State University offers an essential roadmap for aspiring
social workers seeking to excel in their academic journey and future careers. Located in Bemidji,
Minnesota, Bemidji State University (BSU) provides a comprehensive social work program designed
to prepare students for impactful roles in diverse community settings. This guide aims to provide
prospective and current students with detailed insights into the program structure, admission
requirements, curriculum, field experiences, career opportunities, and support resources to ensure
success in their educational endeavors.

Overview of Bemidji State University?s Social Work Program

Institutional Background

Bemidji State University is a well-respected institution known for its commitment to experiential
learning and community engagement. The university?s social work program is accredited by the
Council on Social Work Education (CSWE), ensuring adherence to national standards for
undergraduate social work education. This accreditation affirms that students receive a rigorous
curriculum grounded in ethical practice, social justice, and cultural competence.

Program Objectives and Learning Outcomes

The BSU social work program aims to:

- Equip students with foundational knowledge of human behavior, social policy, and research
methods.

- Develop practical skills for assessment, intervention, and advocacy.
- Foster cultural humility and sensitivity to diverse populations.
- Prepare students for entry-level social work positions or advanced graduate studies.

Graduates of the program are expected to demonstrate professionalism, ethical decision-making,
and a commitment to social justice.

Admission Requirements and Application Process

Undergraduate Admission
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Prospective students wishing to enroll in the social work program at BSU must first meet
university-wide undergraduate admission criteria, which typically include:

- Completion of high school diploma or equivalent.
- Submission of official transcripts.
- Minimum GPA requirements (often 2.5 or higher).
- Application fee submission.

It is recommended to apply early to secure a spot in the program, especially since some courses
may have limited enrollment.

Program-Specific Admission Criteria

Once admitted to BSU, students interested in the social work major should:

- Complete prerequisite general education courses.
- Maintain a satisfactory academic record.
- Possibly submit a personal statement or essay demonstrating motivation and commitment to

social work.
- Participate in an interview or orientation session if required.

Students are encouraged to consult the BSU social work department for detailed admission
procedures and deadlines.

Curriculum and Course Structure

Undergraduate Course Sequence

The social work curriculum at BSU is designed to balance theoretical knowledge with practical
application, typically spanning four years. Key components include:

- Foundational Courses: Introduction to Social Work, Human Behavior and the Social
Environment, Social Policy, Research Methods.

- Specialized Courses: Diversity and Cultural Competence, Social Work Practice with
Individuals and Families, Group Work, Community Practice.

- Field Education: Supervised practicum placements to gain real-world experience.
- Capstone Project: A culminating research or practical project demonstrating mastery of social

work concepts.
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Sample Course Topics

Some courses students will encounter include:

- SWK 200: Introduction to Social Work
- SWK 310: Human Behavior and the Social Environment
- SWK 350: Social Policy and Services
- SWK 410: Field Practice in Social Work
- SWK 420: Diversity and Social Justice

Field Education and Practical Experience

Importance of Field Placements

Field education is a cornerstone of BSU?s social work program, providing students with hands-on
experience in real-world settings. Supervised placements occur in various organizations such as
social service agencies, healthcare facilities, schools, and community organizations.

Field Placement Process

Students typically:

- Complete a series of prerequisites and orientation sessions.
- Identify areas of interest within social work practice.
- Work with faculty advisors and field coordinators to secure placements.
- Attend regular supervision sessions to reflect on practice and develop skills.

Skills Developed During Fieldwork

Students gain competencies in:

- Client assessment and intervention strategies.
- Case management and documentation.
- Interprofessional collaboration.
- Ethical and culturally sensitive practice.

Career Opportunities and Graduate Pathways
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Job Prospects for Bachelor?s Degree Holders

Graduates of the BSU social work program are prepared for various entry-level roles, including:

- Case Manager
- Intake Coordinator
- Community Outreach Worker
- Child and Family Support Worker
- Healthcare Social Worker (with further certification)

These roles often serve as stepping stones toward advanced practice or graduate education.

Graduate Education Opportunities

Many students pursue further studies, such as:

- Master of Social Work (MSW) programs
- Specialized certifications in clinical social work, substance abuse counseling, or school social

work
- Related fields like counseling, psychology, or public health

BSU?s program provides a solid foundation for seamless transition into graduate studies at
accredited institutions.

Support Services and Student Resources

Academic Advising and Mentorship

Students have access to dedicated faculty advisors who assist with course selection, career
planning, and academic challenges, ensuring personalized guidance throughout their education.

Student Organizations and Networking

Joining social work-related student groups fosters professional development, peer support, and
community engagement. Examples include:

- Social Work Club
- Student NASW (National Association of Social Workers) Chapter
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Career Services and Internship Support

BSU offers career workshops, resume writing assistance, interview preparation, and connections
with local agencies for internships and job placements.

Conclusion

Embarking on a social work degree at Bemidji State University provides students with a
comprehensive educational experience, blending academic rigor with practical application. The
program?s strong emphasis on cultural competence, ethical practice, and community engagement
prepares graduates to make meaningful contributions in diverse settings. Whether students aim to
enter the workforce immediately or pursue advanced degrees, BSU?s social work program offers
the resources, support, and opportunities necessary for success. Aspiring social workers should
consider BSU?s program as a stepping stone toward a rewarding career dedicated to social justice
and community well-being.
 
Social Work Student Guide Bemidji State University

Introduction

Embarking on a journey into social work is both a noble and challenging pursuit, demanding
dedication, compassion, and a comprehensive understanding of societal dynamics. For aspiring
social workers, Bemidji State University (BSU) offers a distinctive and enriching pathway through its
well-structured social work program. This guide aims to provide an in-depth review of the social work
student experience at BSU, highlighting academic offerings, campus resources, practical
opportunities, and tips to maximize your education and career readiness.

Overview of Bemidji State University?s Social Work Program

History and Accreditation

Bemidji State University, founded in 1919 and located in northern Minnesota, boasts a long-standing
tradition of fostering community engagement and practical learning. Its Bachelor of Social Work
(BSW) program is accredited by the Council on Social Work Education (CSWE), ensuring the
curriculum meets national standards, prepares students for licensure, and emphasizes ethical
practice.

Program Philosophy and Mission

BSU?s social work program emphasizes a strengths-based, culturally competent approach that
prepares students to serve diverse populations. The program's mission centers on promoting social
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justice, empowering individuals and communities, and fostering ethical leadership in social work
practice.

Academic Structure and Curriculum

Core Courses and Content

The social work program at BSU typically spans four years, combining foundational coursework,
specialized electives, and field education. The curriculum covers key areas such as:

- Introduction to Social Work and Social Welfare

Provides an overview of the profession?s history, values, and roles within society.

- Human Behavior and the Social Environment (HBSE)

Examines biological, psychological, and social factors influencing human development.

- Social Policy and Services

Focuses on understanding policies affecting vulnerable populations and advocacy strategies.

- Research Methods in Social Work

Equips students with skills to critically evaluate and apply research.

- Diversity and Cultural Competence

Emphasizes working effectively with diverse populations.

- Ethics in Social Work

Covers ethical decision-making and professional standards.
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- Field Education (Practicum)

A critical component where students gain supervised practical experience in real-world settings.

Course Highlights and Specializations

While the core curriculum provides a broad foundation, BSU offers opportunities for specialization or
focus areas, such as:

- Child and Family Welfare
- Mental Health and Substance Abuse
- Gerontology
- Native American Social Services

This enables students to tailor their education toward specific populations or practice areas aligned
with their career goals.

Practical Experience and Field Education

Field Placement Opportunities

A cornerstone of BSU?s social work program is its extensive field education component. Students
are placed in a variety of agencies including:

- Community mental health centers
- Child protective services
- Elderly care facilities
- Nonprofit organizations serving marginalized groups
- Schools and healthcare institutions

Placements are coordinated with local and regional agencies, allowing students to apply classroom
knowledge in real-world settings under supervision.

Supervision and Mentorship

Field instructors, who are experienced social workers, provide mentorship, guidance, and
assessment. This hands-on learning is designed to develop competencies such as assessment,
intervention, case management, and advocacy.
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Preparing for Licensure and Career

The fieldwork experience at BSU is structured to meet the requirements for social work licensure in
Minnesota. Students are encouraged to leverage these placements for networking, mentorship, and
job opportunities post-graduation.

Campus Resources and Student Support

Academic Advising and Mentorship

BSU provides dedicated academic advisors familiar with the social work curriculum. They assist with
course selection, career planning, and navigating licensure requirements.

Student Organizations and Networking

Active student organizations such as the BSU Social Work Club foster peer support, professional
development, and community engagement. Events, guest lectures, and service projects help
students build networks and practical skills.

Library and Research Resources

The university?s library offers access to a wealth of social work journals, databases, and research
tools critical for academic excellence and evidence-based practice.

Wellness and Support Services

Recognizing the emotional demands of social work, BSU offers mental health counseling, peer
support groups, and stress management resources tailored for students in helping professions.

Career Services and Job Placement

Internship and Job Search Assistance

The university?s career services center provides resume workshops, interview preparation, and job
fairs specifically targeted toward social work students.

Employment Opportunities Post-Graduation

BSU?s strong regional connections with social service agencies facilitate employment opportunities.
Many alumni find positions in community mental health, child welfare, healthcare, or advocacy
groups shortly after graduation.
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Unique Features of the Bemidji State Social Work Program

Emphasis on Indigenous and Rural Communities

Given its location in northern Minnesota, BSU?s program emphasizes understanding and serving
Indigenous populations and rural communities. Courses and field placements often focus on
culturally sensitive practices, tribal social services, and rural health initiatives.

Focus on Sustainability and Social Justice

BSU integrates themes of sustainability, environmental justice, and social equity into its curriculum,
preparing students to address complex societal issues holistically.

Community Engagement and Service Learning

The university encourages students to participate in service learning projects that benefit local
communities, fostering a sense of civic responsibility and real-world problem-solving.

Tips for Prospective and Current Students

- Engage Early and Often: Take advantage of internships, research opportunities, and student
organizations to build experience and professional networks.

- Prioritize Cultural Competence: Develop skills to work effectively with diverse populations,
including Indigenous communities, immigrants, and rural residents.

- Seek Mentors: Build relationships with faculty and field instructors who can provide guidance,
support, and future recommendations.

- Stay Informed on Policy Changes: Keep abreast of policy developments affecting social
services, especially those relevant to Minnesota and Indigenous issues.

- Practice Self-Care: The emotional toll of social work practice can be significant; utilize campus
resources for mental health and peer support.

Conclusion

Social Work Student Guide Bemidji State University offers a comprehensive, community-oriented,
and practically driven pathway into the social work profession. Its accredited curriculum, rich field
placements, and emphasis on serving diverse populations make it an excellent choice for students
committed to social justice, advocacy, and community empowerment. By engaging fully with the
academic, practical, and support resources available, students can prepare themselves for a
fulfilling career dedicated to making a meaningful difference in people?s lives.
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Whether you are just starting your journey or seeking to deepen your expertise, BSU?s social work
program stands out as a robust platform to launch your professional future in social services.
 

 QuestionAnswer What resources are available for social work students at Bemidji State
University? Bemidji State University offers a variety of resources for social work students, including
academic advising, internship placement assistance, access to research libraries, counseling
services, and student organizations focused on social justice and community engagement. How can
I prepare for field internships as a social work student at BSU? Students should work closely with
faculty advisors to identify relevant internship opportunities, complete necessary prerequisites, and
develop a professional resume and skills. Attending workshops on interviewing and professionalism
can also enhance internship readiness. What are the key requirements to graduate with a social
work degree at Bemidji State University? Graduates must complete all coursework with a
satisfactory GPA, fulfill field practicum hours, pass the licensing exam if applicable, and participate
in a comprehensive graduation review process as outlined by the social work program. Are there
any special programs or certifications available for social work students at BSU? Yes, BSU offers
specialized certifications such as trauma-informed care, substance abuse counseling, and cultural
competency training to enhance students' skills and employability in diverse social work settings.
How does Bemidji State University support diversity and inclusion in its social work program? BSU
promotes diversity and inclusion through curriculum content that emphasizes cultural competence,
support for underserved populations, community partnerships, and student-led initiatives that foster
an inclusive learning environment. What career opportunities are available after graduating from the
social work program at BSU? Graduates can pursue careers in clinical social work, school social
work, community organizing, healthcare, mental health services, and policy advocacy, among
others. The university also offers career counseling and job placement assistance. Can I participate
in research projects as a social work student at Bemidji State University? Yes, students are
encouraged to engage in research projects, often in collaboration with faculty members, to gain
practical experience and contribute to the field of social work through presentations and
publications. What support services are available for social work students facing academic or
personal challenges at BSU? Students can access counseling services, academic tutoring, peer
support groups, and mentorship programs to help overcome challenges and succeed academically
and personally during their studies. 

 
Related keywords: social work program, Bemidji State University, social work curriculum, student
resources, field internship, academic advising, social work courses, student organizations, career
development, Bemidji State social work faculty

KISII UNIVERSITY 2013 GRADUATION
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kisii university 2013 graduation marked a significant milestone in the academic journey of
numerous students who had dedicated years of hard work and perseverance to achieve their
dreams. As one of Kenya?s reputable institutions of higher learning, Kisii University has continually
emphasized academic excellence, community service, and personal development. The 2013
graduation ceremony was particularly memorable, characterized by inspiring speeches, proud
families, and the celebration of accomplishments across various disciplines. This article provides a
comprehensive overview of the Kisii University 2013 graduation, exploring its significance, the
ceremony details, notable graduates, and the impact on the university community.

Overview of Kisii University

Before delving into the specifics of the 2013 graduation, it is essential to understand the institution's
background and its role in higher education in Kenya.

History and Establishment

Kisii University, located in Kisii County in southwestern Kenya, evolved from the University of
Nairobi?s Kisii Campus. It gained university status in 2010, becoming a full-fledged university
committed to providing quality education, research, and community engagement. The university?s
mission revolves around fostering innovation, leadership, and holistic development among students.

Academic Programs and Faculties

Kisii University offers a diverse range of undergraduate and postgraduate programs across various
faculties, including:

- Faculty of Education
- Faculty of Business and Economics
- Faculty of Science and Technology
- Faculty of Health Sciences
- Faculty of Arts and Social Sciences

This broad academic portfolio attracts students from different regions, fostering a vibrant campus
culture.

The 2013 Graduation Ceremony

Date and Venue

The Kisii University 2013 graduation took place on a memorable date?likely in late 2013, typically
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around December?at the university?s main campus. The event was attended by students, faculty,
family members, government officials, and distinguished guests, all gathered to celebrate academic
achievements.

Significance of the 2013 Graduation

For many graduates, this ceremony was the culmination of years of effort and sacrifice. It
represented not just personal success but also the university?s growth and commitment to
producing competent professionals. The 2013 graduation was also a reflection of the university?s
expanding reputation and its role in Kenya?s development.

Highlights of the 2013 Graduation

Number of Graduates

In 2013, Kisii University graduated hundreds of students across various disciplines. The exact
number varied, but reports indicated that over 1,000 students received their degrees and diplomas
during this ceremony, marking a significant increase from previous years.

Academic Excellence and Awards

Outstanding students were recognized for their exemplary performance. Several graduates received
academic awards, scholarships, and medals for achieving top honors in their respective fields.
These recognitions served to motivate others and uphold a culture of excellence.

Keynote Speeches and Addresses

Prominent figures, including university administrators, government officials, and industry leaders,
delivered speeches emphasizing the importance of education, innovation, and service. The keynote
address often highlighted Kenya?s development goals and the role of graduates in national
progress.

Notable Graduates and Their Achievements

Prominent Alumni

While specific names from the 2013 graduation may not be publicly documented, many graduates
from this cohort have gone on to excel in various sectors such as education, healthcare, business,
and government. Some have become community leaders, entrepreneurs, or academics contributing
to societal development.
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Success Stories

- Entrepreneurs: Several 2013 graduates established startups in Kisii and beyond, contributing to
local economies.

- Public Servants: Others joined government agencies, bringing fresh ideas and youthful energy
to public service.

- Academicians: Some pursued postgraduate studies and academia, further enhancing Kisii
University?s reputation.

Impact of the 2013 Graduation on Kisii University

Institutional Growth

The successful graduation of a large cohort showcased the university?s capacity to deliver quality
education and manage large-scale ceremonies. It helped boost the institution?s profile both locally
and nationally.

Community and Economic Development

Graduates from 2013 have played vital roles in their communities, contributing to social
development, education, health, and entrepreneurship. Their achievements reflect positively on Kisii
University?s mission to produce socially responsible graduates.

Enhanced Reputation and Future Prospects

The 2013 graduation reinforced Kisii University?s reputation as an institution committed to academic
excellence. It paved the way for future expansions, new programs, and increased student
enrollment.

Post-Graduation Pathways and Opportunities

Employment and Career Development

Many 2013 graduates found employment within Kenya?s growing economy. Some entered the
public sector, while others ventured into private enterprises or started their own businesses.

Further Education

A significant number of graduates pursued postgraduate studies locally and abroad, enhancing their
qualifications and opening doors to advanced career opportunities.
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Community Engagement and Impact

Graduates have continued to serve their communities through leadership roles, mentorship
programs, and social initiatives, embodying the values instilled during their time at Kisii University.

Conclusion

The Kisii University 2013 graduation remains a landmark event in the university?s history,
symbolizing achievement, hope, and future potential. It not only celebrated individual success but
also highlighted the institution?s role in shaping Kenya?s future leaders. As graduates from 2013
continue to make their mark across various sectors, their journey underscores the importance of
dedication, resilience, and the transformative power of education. For prospective students and
alumni alike, the 2013 graduation serves as a reminder of the possibilities that come with
perseverance and academic excellence at Kisii University.
 
Kisii University 2013 Graduation: A Landmark Event in Academic Excellence and Community
Development

The Kisii University 2013 graduation marked a pivotal milestone in the institution?s history,
symbolizing academic achievement, community growth, and the university?s rising stature within
Kenya's higher education landscape. This graduation ceremony not only celebrated the
accomplishments of hundreds of graduates but also reinforced Kisii University's commitment to
producing competent professionals who would contribute significantly to national development. In
this comprehensive guide, we delve into the significance of the 2013 graduation, explore the
event?s highlights, and analyze its broader implications for students, faculty, and the community.

Background of Kisii University and Its 2013 Graduation

Kisii University, located in the heart of Kisii County in Kenya, has grown steadily since its
establishment. Originally a constituent college of Moi University, it gained full university status in
2010, making the 2013 graduation one of its early major ceremonies as an independent university.
The event was characterized by a sense of pride, progress, and hope for future generations.

The 2013 graduation was held at the university?s main grounds, attracting thousands of students,
faculty members, family, and dignitaries. It was a moment of celebration for the university's
academic community, marking the culmination of years of hard work and dedication.

Significance of the 2013 Graduation for Kisii University

A Milestone in Institution Development
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- Transition to a Full University: The 2013 graduation underscored Kisii University?s transition
from a college to an autonomous university, reflecting its growth in size, academic programs, and
research capacity.

- Recognition and Prestige: The event elevated the university's profile nationally and regionally,
attracting prospective students, partnerships, and funding opportunities.

- Academic Milestone: Hundreds of students graduated with degrees, diplomas, and certificates
across various disciplines, showcasing the university?s diverse academic portfolio.

Community and Economic Impact

- Local Development: The graduation boosted local businesses, with increased demand for
accommodation, catering, transportation, and retail services.

- Social Impact: Graduates from this event became vital contributors to the Kisii County economy,
health sector, education, and governance sectors, embodying the university's mission to serve
community needs.

Highlights of the Kisii University 2013 Graduation Ceremony

Keynote Addresses and Dignitaries

The event was graced by prominent figures including:

- The Minister of Education or his representative
- The university?s Vice-Chancellor and senior administrators
- Local government officials
- Representatives from partnering universities and organizations

These speakers emphasized the importance of higher education in national development,
innovation, and community service.

Academic Achievements and Awards

- Degrees Conferred: The ceremony saw the graduation of over 2,000 students across various
faculties including Education, Business and Economics, Science, Health Sciences, and Social
Sciences.

- Special Awards: Outstanding students received awards for academic excellence, leadership,
and community service, inspiring peers to pursue excellence.
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Unique Features of the 2013 Graduation

- Cultural Displays: Traditional Kisii dances and music were showcased, highlighting local culture.
- Innovative Initiatives: The university announced new programs and partnerships aimed at

enhancing research and community engagement.
- Dress Code: Graduates wore academic regalia, with some faculties adopting distinctive colors

representing their disciplines.

Academic Programs and Disciplines Celebrated

The 2013 graduation covered a broad spectrum of disciplines, reflecting the university?s
commitment to comprehensive education:

- Bachelor?s Degrees: Education, Business Administration, Economics, Computer Science,
Environmental Science, Nursing, and more.

- Diplomas and Certificates: Various technical and vocational programs aimed at skill
development.

- Postgraduate Awards: Masters and PhDs in diverse fields, fostering advanced research and
specialization.

Notable Graduates and Their Contributions

Many graduates from the 2013 cohort have since made significant impacts in their respective fields:

- Leaders in Education: Some have become teachers, administrators, and policymakers within
Kenya.

- Entrepreneurs: Several graduates have started successful businesses, contributing to local
employment.

- Health Sector Professionals: Many are working as nurses, doctors, and public health officers
across Kenya.

- Researchers and Innovators: Some have pursued further studies or contributed to
community-based research projects.

Challenges Faced and Lessons Learned

While the 2013 graduation was largely successful, it also highlighted areas for improvement:
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- Capacity Building: The need for increased infrastructure, such as lecture halls and laboratories,
to accommodate growing student populations.

- Curriculum Development: Ensuring programs remain relevant to changing industry needs and
technological advancements.

- Student Support Services: Enhancing career guidance, counseling, and internship opportunities
to better prepare graduates for employment.

The university?s leadership acknowledged these challenges and committed to continuous
improvement, laying a foundation for subsequent graduations.

Broader Impacts and Future Outlook

The Kisii University 2013 graduation set a precedent for subsequent ceremonies, emphasizing the
importance of academic excellence, community involvement, and institutional growth. It fostered a
culture of achievement and inspired future generations of students.

Looking ahead, Kisii University aimed to:

- Expand research and innovation hubs.
- Strengthen industry partnerships.
- Promote entrepreneurship among graduates.
- Enhance infrastructure to support higher enrollment and quality education.

The event also reinforced the university?s role in Kenya?s Vision 2030, particularly in education,
health, and economic development sectors.

Conclusion

The Kisii University 2013 graduation remains a landmark event that encapsulates the institution's
journey towards academic excellence and community development. It symbolized the aspirations of
students, faculty, and the broader Kisii community to pursue knowledge, innovation, and societal
progress. As graduates moved forward into their careers, they carried with them the university?s
values of integrity, service, and excellence?values that continue to shape Kisii University?s future
trajectory.

Whether reflecting on its historical significance or drawing inspiration for future endeavors, the 2013
graduation will always be remembered as a defining moment in Kisii University?s ongoing story of
growth and achievement.
 

 QuestionAnswer When did Kisii University hold its 2013 graduation ceremony? Kisii University
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held its 2013 graduation ceremony in December 2013. How many students graduated from Kisii
University in 2013? Approximately 2,000 students graduated from Kisii University in 2013 across
various faculties and programs. Were there any notable achievements during Kisii University's 2013
graduation? Yes, the 2013 graduation was notable for its large number of graduates and the
inclusion of the first postgraduate students from certain faculties. Did Kisii University 2013
graduation include international students? Yes, the 2013 graduation ceremony included a few
international students who completed their programs at Kisii University. What were the main
faculties represented at the Kisii University 2013 graduation? The main faculties represented
included Education, Commerce, Science and Technology, and Humanities and Social Sciences.
Were there any speeches or special addresses during the 2013 Kisii University graduation? Yes, the
ceremony featured speeches from the university chancellor, the vice-chancellor, and guest speakers
emphasizing education and development. How can graduates from the 2013 Kisii University
graduation access their transcripts or certificates today? Graduates can access their transcripts and
certificates through the university's academic registrar's office or online portal, following the official
procedures established by Kisii University. 
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